TGEU

Transgender Europe

www.tgeu.org

THE TRANS RIGHTS MAP & INDEX

The Trans Rights Europe Map reflects the requirement of
sterilisation in laws and administrative practices for
gender recognition legislation in Europe. The Trans Rights
Europe Index provides detailed country information in 23
legal categories, such as legal gender recognition,
asylum, bias speech/ violence, non-discrimination, and
family rights. Using a simple format, the Trans Rights Map
& Index does not claim to reflect the complex realities
trans people might face.

Forced Sterilisation

Identity documents reflecting a person’s gender identity
are important for the recognition and protection of trans
people’s dignity and safety. Many European states
impose conditions before allowing a change of
documents, including requiring sterilisation.

Legal text can explicitly or implicitly require forced
sterilisation. Implicit law may necessitate proof of
medical gender reassignment, or mandatory medical
expertise that is usually only provided after genital
surgery. Often, gender recognition procedures are not
transparent in this regard, and medical and legal
aspects are intertwined.

. STERILISATION REQUIRED
. NO STERILISATION REQUIRED
. NO LEGAL GENDER RECOGNITION

TGEU's Trans Rights Map highlights states in red where
sterilisation is either explicitly or implicitly routinely
required in gender recognition procedures. “Brown”
states do not offer any reliable procedures.“Blue” states
have established procedures and do not require
sterilisation.

Learn more about legal gender recognition and what
you can do:
tgeu.org/issues/legal-gender-recognition/

The Trans Rights Europe Map & Index has been
developed in cooperation with ILGA-Europe.
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FOR LEGAL GENDER
RECOGNITION

IN APRIL 2017, THE EUROPEAN COURT OF
HUMAN RIGHTS RULED THAT REQUIRING
STERILISATION FOR LEGAL GENDER
RECOGNITION VIOLATES HUMAN RIGHTS.

ALL COUNCIL OF EUROPE MEMBER STATES
MUST BRING THEIR LEGISLATION AND
PRACTICE INTO LINE WITH THIS
NEW LEGAL PRINCIPLE.

- CYPRUS



